
Notice of Opportunity to Comment 
Horse Butte Bison Capture Facility  

Special Use Permit Renewal 
 

Background The Horse Butte capture facility was been 
used five of the last nine years, and has 
proven to be successful in implementing the 
capture objectives of the Interagency Bison 
Management Plan. 

In 2000, State and Federal agencies with 
responsibilities for management of bison and 
their habitat completed an Interagency Bison 
Management Plan (IBMP) which provides 
direction for management of bison in 
Montana adjacent to Yellowstone National 
Park (YNP). The IBMP replaced earlier 
interim bison management plans.   

 
 
Proposed Action 
The Forest Service is proposing to renew, for 
a 10 year term, MDOL’s permit, which 
authorizes continued use of NFS lands for the 
operation of the Horse Butte bison capture 
facility. 

 
The Interagency Bison Management Plan 
identifies that capturing bison is a 
management tool which can be used to help 
reduce the risk of transmission of brucellosis 
from bison to cattle.  Capturing bison allows 
for them to be tested or handled (e.g. 
tested for brucellosis, vaccinated) to 
determine if individual animals will 
be released or removed.  Whether or 
not bison are captured depends on 
numerous factors including total 
population size, time of year, 
weather conditions, number of bison 
in the area, and where bison are 
distributed. 

 
MDOL would continue to use NFS lands to 

install, operate and maintain a 
temporary, portable bison capture 
facility on approximately 2 acres 
of NFS lands on Horse Butte in 
the SW¼NW¼ Section 36, T12S, 
R4E., P.M., Gallatin County, MT. 
The capture facility consists of 
metal corral panels configured 
into a pen with wing panels to 
direct bison into the main facility, 
and is approximately 100’ x 300’ 
in size.  MDOL would also be 
authorized continued use of Forest 
Service Roads 610 and 2530D to 
access the capture facilities. 
Facilities would be used annually 
from November 1 to April 30, and 
would be removed outside the 
operating season. 

 
The Montana Department of 
Livestock (MDOL) was issued a 
special use permit from the Forest 
Service, after completion of a site 
specific environmental analysis in 
1998.  The special use permit 
authorized a portable bison capture 
facility to be operated on National 
Forest System (NFS) lands in the 
Horse Butte area.  Horse Butte is 
approximately 9 miles northwest of 
West Yellowstone, Montana.  This 
authorization will expire on 
December 31, 2008. 
 

 
Opportunity to Comment 
The Forest Service is asking for 
your comments pertaining to the 
renewal of a 10-year special use 
permit for the capture facility.  To 
help us incorporate and address 

your concerns most effectively, please focus 

The Forest Service 
understands that 
bison are valued in 
many different 
ways.  We also 
understand that 
bison management 
has many intricate 
parts and often 
elicits a variety of 
opinions.  However, 
the scope of this 
proposed action is 
limited to renewal 
of the existing 
special use permit.  
Bison management 
objectives within 
Montana were 
decided in the 
Interagency Bison 
Management Plan 
Record of Decision 
(2000). 



your comments to potential environmental 
effects associated with the continued 
authorization of the Horse Butte capture 
facility.   Comments on general bison 
management or other non-related actions fall 
outside the scope of this decision. 
 
The Process… 
The Forest Service is requesting comments 
specific to renewal of the existing permit 
through this scoping notice.  Once the scoping 
process is complete, potential effects or 
reauthorization of the temporary capture 
facility will be analyzed and a decision 
issued.  The responsible official for the 
decision to reauthorize this special use permit 

is the Forest Supervisor of the Gallatin 
National Forest.   
 
A preliminary review suggests this project 
may be categorically excluded from a more 
extensive environmental analysis or 
environmental impact statement process.  
Projects which involve the renewal of an 
existing authorization without increasing the 
scope or intensity of the authorized activities 
and where the holder has been in compliance 
with the terms of the original authorization 
may be categorically excluded. A final 
determination whether this project is to be 
categorically excluded from extensive 
analysis will be made based on the comments 
received during this scoping effort.

  
 

Written comments on the proposed renewal of the special use authorization 
should be received by April 2, 2008 and addressed to  

 
Gallatin National Forest 
P.O Box 130 
Bozeman, MT.  59771 
Attn: Horse Butte Capture Facility Special Use Permit.   

 
An electronic inbox has been established for the submission of electronic 
comments.  Please direct electronic comments to hebgen_lake@fs.fed.us.   
 
For more information check the Gallatin National Forest website at 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin or call the Supervisors Office at 406/587-
6701.

http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin

